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Prefatory Adverliſement. 
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Tux author of the following Sermon believes the doc- 
trines which it contains to be juſt: he knows the ſenti- 
ments to be fincere. He has not endeavoured to heighten 
or ſet off either with the ſplendors of artificial eloquence: 
wiſhing to be felt rather than to be admired; and to pro- 
duce conviction rather than to excite applauſe.---He hopes 
that his obſcurity will ſcreen him from the ſeverity of 


_ criticiſm ; but ſhould the caſe prove otherwiſe, he knows 


that a conſciouſneſs of good intention will enable him to 
bear it. And ſhould the Almighty bleſs this humble effort 
to the edification of any one fellow-creature, he ſhall con- 
ſider himſelf amply rewarded, 
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2. Corinthians, XIII. ii. 


Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perſef;—be of good comfort; be of one 
mind; —live in peace; and the God of love and peace fhall be with yen. 


* 
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Tur ſituation of a Paſtor, who is about to give up the care and 
take a farewell of his flock, is not uulike that of a parent upon his death. 
bed. As the fond father, on perceiving the hour of a final ſeparation 
from his family approaching, would with the greateſt tenderneſ; 
and ſolicitude point out to his children thoſe errors, or vices, to 
which he conceived them moſt expoſed or addicted, and which he there- 
fore feared might be the means of checking their progreſs in laudahle 
purſuits, and preventing them from becoming good and virtuous 
characters; even ſo, the faithful miniſter, preparing for the laſt time to 
ſound the word of God in the ears of a congregation, doubly dear to him 
from friendly intercourſe and a ſenſe of duty, would feel a peculiar ear- 
neſtneſs, at this folemn adieu, to warn them againſt ſuch fatal miſtakes 
of propenſities as he had obſerved to have taken the deepeſt root in their 
hearts and minds, defeating the influence of religious inſtruction, 
weakening their efforts in the practice of true piety, and c onſequently 
forming the moſt dangerous obſtacles to their attainment of eternal 


happineſs, 
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By the will of Gop, my miniſtry among you is now drawing to a con- 
-cluſion; and.chis day I aſcend this Jacred PRES, for the laſt time as your 


paſtor. N 
If therefore in any part of my diſcourſe I FROA wich more than uſu- 


al freedom, in-the language of ſtrong. expoſtulation, or even of reproof, 
attribute it, I beſcech you, to its real cauſe—the warmth of my affection 
for you: believe it to ariſe from the zeal of one, who ardently wiſhes 
that you niay be followers of CarrsT; and whoſe heart's deſire and 
prayer to God is, that you all may become inhabitants of the realms of 
everlaſting bliſs. 
he firſt precept, which the bleſſed Apoſtle lays down in the text, is 
one of the. higheſt importance, Be perfect, — following herein the 
example of his great Lord and Mafter, who had before commanded 
his diſciples © to be perfect, even as their father which is in Heaven is 
perfe&t,” —that is, to be perfect in all purity and holineſs, “ withour 
which, as the Apoſtle in another place aſſures us, no one ſhall ſce God.” 
Can a doctrine of ſuch moment, and ſo powerfully enforced, ever 
prove unwelcome to a Chriſtian audience? Alas! the greater number 
by far of thoſe, who aſſume that name, are too apt to imagine, that, 
provided they profeſs a belief in CarisT, and occaſionally conform to 1 
ſome outward ceremonies, Gop will not be ſo rigorous as to ſentence ; 
them to damnation for their indulgence in a darling ſin, or a few ſlight 
deviations, as they ſay, from the path of rectitude. T hey urge in excuſe 
the frailties of human nature; and liſtening only to the ſophiſtry of the 
paſſions, will not ſuffer themſelves to be convinced that a uniform courſe 
of holineſs and piety is eſſentially neceſſary to obtain the happineſs pro- 
miſed, and to avoid the * denounced by the great Author of our 


holy religion. 
But unwelcome as the doctrine of perfection in ae may be, it is i 
a doctrine which we are bound conſtantly to inculcate, - We might, | 


incced, like the falſe prophets of old, "propheſy ſmooth things,“ and you, 
N like 
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like the Iſraelites of old, eemight love to have it ſo: but what would be 
the conſequence? You would be buoyed up with falſe hopes, and led on 
to damnation with your eyes cloſed; and we, together with our deluded 
followers, ſhould dwell in everlaſting burnings. 


Am I not impelled then by the moſt Ae een to rouze 
you from ſuch a ſtate of fatal ſecurity, and to proclaim to you, that the 
bleſſings of the goſpel can in no way be obtained, nor its puniſhments 
avoided, but by adhering to it with all ſincerity, as an invariable rule 
of life and manners. | | 


Now this moſt important truth needs no other evidence or confirma- 
tion, to a candid mind, than the bare reading of the Goſpel terms, and a 
very light conſideration of the ultimate end and purpoſe of that Goſpel. 
The end and aim of the Goſpel is to reſtore us to the favor, and to bring 
us finally to the preſence, of a Gop of unſpotted purity, and to a participa- 
tion of pure and innocent delights with the ſpirits of the bleſſed through- 
out the endleſs ages of eternity. Here alſo it ſhould be remembered 
that the Goſpel of Cukisr Jesus is as much a ſyſtem of laws as the 
diſpenſation of Mosts, though a far better ſyſtem; and is no lefs rigo- 
ous and authoritative in its diſcipline, with this exception, that, after 
our Vncere and utmoſt endeavours, it has made a kind and generous pro- 
viſion for the real weakneſs and infirmities of our nature. That we 
may have no pretence for diſobedience, all its procepts come recommend- 
ed by the beſt of all recommendations, the example of their author; 
and as the life of Ixsus was ſpent in exact conformity to the will of Gop, 
we can have no hope of pleaſing the Father, without we ſtrive to the 
utmoſt of our abilities to imitate the Son. All the goſpel precepts tend | 
to beget in us a ſimilitude of the Divine Nature; and for this purpoſe 2 
does it enjoin jo much purity to its profeſſors. To think in fact, of | 
being glorified in Heaven, without becoming holy upon earth, would be 
the height of abſurdity, a ſuppoſition wholly unworthy of a rational 
creature: for what concord can light have with darkneſs, purity with 
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corruption, or CRT witt. Belial? If actions of piety and devotion 


do not become natural and pleaſant to us, Bere, by an habitual prac- 
tice of them, how ſhall we be prepared to feel or enjoy any happineſs 


in an eternity hereafter, which we muſt ſpend in the conſtant exerciſe of 


the moſt active piety and unſpotted holineſs? Death certainly will work 
no miraculous change in our natures; and if we are not fit for Heaven 
at the cloſe of this life, we ſhall have no means of becoming ſo in 
any future ſtate of exiſtence. 


It may perhaps be ſaid that the Goſpel is called a law of faith” and a 
Covenant of Grace ;” but this is only ſpoken to diſtinguiſh it from the 
aw of Moss,“ not to promote licentiouſneſs, and invite us to ſin, that 


grace may abound. At this rate we ſhould blaſphemouſly ſuppoſe that 


Cunisr died to encourage fin; and came into the world not to purity, 
dut to corrupt it. Can any thing indeed be fo palpably ſtupid or ſhame- 
fully ungrateful, as to argue, that, becauſe the Goſpel does more for 
us than we can deſerve, we ſhould therefore endeavour to deſerve as 
little as poſſible. 


The goodneſs of Gop is fully gangs in leading us to repentance, 
and aſſuring us of forgiveneſs, upon a ſincere amendment of our lives; 
but if we will continue in evil courſes, CHRIST for us hath died in vain; 
He died in order to render it poſſible that we might be ſaved, not to 
render it abfolutely neceſſary that we ſhould be ſo. He died, to preſerve 
us from deſpair, not to encourage us in freſummtion. His ſacrifice 
appeaſed the Divine wrath, and opened the door of mercy which would 
otherwiſe: have been for ever ſhut againſt us; but it did not change the 
eſſential purity of the Divine Nature, which continues invariably the 
ſame: ſo that wilful tranſgreſſion is wholly inconſiſtent with the Goſpel, 

and will neceſſarily exclude us from the Kingdom of God. 


The ſum and ſubſtance then of the New Teſtament is this, that, 
without the Goſpel, we mult have remained under an itreverſible ſentence 
of death and condemnation, for as much as all men had ſinned, and 
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come ſnort of their duty but, with the Goſpel, we may obtain eternal 
life, provided we aſſent to the truth it announces, ſtudiouſly act up to 
the icope of its doctrines, and ſincerely obey its commands, 


But I need dwell no longer upon this point. Vour bibles will convince 
you that I have not gone a ſingle ſtep too far. One text is, in this caſe, of 
as much weight as a whole volume of quotations: © Not every one” 
(faith CursT)*that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall inherit the King- 
dom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
Heaven. 

Thus then you ſee, that though, undler the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, an 
abſolutely perfels obedience is not exacted from weak man; yet that our 
fincere and utmaſt endea vours after perfection are neceſſary, Now my 
beloved in the Lord, do you all uſe your ſincere and utmoſt endeavours 
to attain to Goſpe] perfection, by obeying the precepts of the bleſſed 
Jesvs, and walking as CarisT allo walked, having given us an example. 
Aik yourſelves the queſtion, my brethren, not only now, but when you 
ſhall ſee my face no more. Ak it in the cool moment of reflection, —in 
the ſolemn hour of midnight; —and ſhould the conſcience of any one 
among you upbraid him,—ſilence it not: that voice of conſcience, ſtill 
and ſmall, which. warns you with gentle admonitions, if checked now, 
will, ia the hour of death and the day of judgment, pierce your very 
fouls with bitter accuſat.ons, and inconceivable horror. 
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I have aſked the queſtion, unpleaſant as it is,—whether you are all 
ſincere in doing your utmoſt to obtain perfection? - Weigh the matter 
well, before you hazard an inconſiderate reply. Can you be called ſin- 
cere in endeavouring after perfection, when you. neglect thaſe very 
means of obtaining it, which God himſelf hath appointed? Surely, 
you do not want to be informed or reminded, that in order to preſerve 
the knowledge of his being, and to keep up a ſenſe of Religion in the 
world, and a remembrance of his mercies, God hath from the creation 
inſtituted the obſervance of every ſevenih day as a day of reſt and devo- 


ton; 
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tion; and experience hath amply juſtified the Divine Wiſdom herein, 
by ſhewing that in every country where this iu ſtitution has been much 
neglected, or profaned, the inhabitants have become proportionably 
ptoffigate and corrupt. Far be it from me to charge this place with 
Sabbath breaking to the ſcandalous extent which is ſaid to prevail in 
many other parts of the kingdom. The great ſearcher of Hearts is my 
witnefs, that I neither judge, nor allude to any particular perſon or per- 
ſons: but of this I muſt bear record, that I do not think that this ſacred 
day meets with its due reverence among you. 

Do you all, my brethren, aſſemble yourſelves together in Gov' 8 Hou ſe 
upon the Sabbath? Certainly not. I bleſs God our congregation has 
increaſed; but it bears no proportion to the number of inhabitants in 


this Town. 
Do none of you devote the Sabbath, in particular, above all other days, 
to intemperance and profligacy ? I dread the anſwer. 


The Iſraclites in their corrupt ſtate ate reproached by the Prophet for 
complaining of the Sabbath, and ſaying—*when will the new moon be 
gone, that we may fell corn; and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth 
wheat?” Do not too many among you go a ſtep farther than the 
Iſraelites, and actually buy and ſell on that Day, in defiance of the Laws 
both of God and man? Do not numbers make it a day of bufine/s, by 
ſettling their accounts, diſcharging their debts, and adjuſting all their 
worldly concerns on that day, thus ſacrificing the duty they owe their 
God, to the ſordid love of gain? Do not others lead their hirelings and 
dependants into the violation of the Sabbath, by paying their wages on 
that ſacred day; thus neceſſitating them to employ that time, in provid- 
ing neceſſaries for their families, which ought to have been dedicated 


to the worſhip of God? 

And now, my poorer brethren, I beſcech you in particular, well to 
examine how far you have uſed God's appointed Sabbath as a means of 
attaining Chriſtian- perfection? Aſk yourtlves whether you have not 

N too 
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too generally Tpent in the Alchouſe the greater part of that ſacred day, 
and not unfrequently thoſe very hours of it which are ſet apart for the 
Fi adoration of your Creator? 


Knowing that your dependent ſtation in liſe would prevent numbers 
among you from aſſembling yourſelves together in the forenoon; and 
being deſirous that this circumſtance ſhould not deprive you of any 
benefit which you might poſſibly deriye from my humble efforts in 
the pulpit; I have endeavoured, as often as it has lain in my power, to 
afford you the opportunity of hearing a ſermon in the afternoon, But 
ſorry have I been to ſee, and forry am I now to declare, that the empti- 
neſs of the ſeats, ſet apart for you in this place, too plainly ſhewed that 
this exertion was to numbers of you of none effect. 


Remember, my brethren, that if you neglect and deſpiſe the means of 
inſtruction afforded you, you can make no uſe of a plea which you arc 
ford of urging, © that, becauſe little knowledge is given to you, leſs duty 
<« will be required of you.“ In this cafe, your ignorance is wilful; and 
the ſins, which you commit in conſequence of it, muſt therefore be con- 
ſidered as wf and determined. ba 


Having felt the neceſſity of ſo ſtrongly reprobating the frofanation of 
the Sabbath, I ſhall only add a few words on the partial ſanctification of 
it, which ſeems too prevalent in this place, as well as in many others. 


Exerciſes of devotion, like acts of charity, muſt be altogether chearful 
and voluntary. If they do not proceed from the heart, but are the effect 
of fear operating upon the mind, if they do not ariſe from the love of 
Go, but proceed only from the dread of damnation, they will, then, 
neither gain Gop's favor, nor ſcreen us from his wrath. Yer jt is painful 
to obſerve that the generality of mankind ſeem defirous of knowing,—not 
how devout and holy they may become,---but what is the leaſt degree 
of holineſs abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation; and when they have once 
eſtabliſhed their own mean and fooliſh plan upon this head, they are 
wonderfully careful, that the Almighty ſhall not have one jot or tittle 
more 
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Mote than they conceive to be his due. Thus ſome perfons, imagin- 
ing that the attendance at Divine Service on the forenoon of the Sabbath 
is a ſufficient ſanctification of that day, are as careful to abſent themſelves; 


from the ſervice of the evening, as though they thought that attending 
it would be an act of Religious profuſeneſs and extravagance. 


But, as in the common affairs of life, covetouſneſs ſo cloſely borders 
upon diſboneſty, that he who is guilty of the one, will ſeldom remain 
long innocent with regard to the other; ſo it happens to thoſe half. 
obſervers of the Sabbath: while they are ſo very ſparing, ſo penuriouſly 
careful of theit piety towards God, they become baſely diſhoneſt, and 
defraud him, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, of his ſtrict due. How 
vilely muſt ſuch men blind their faculties and impoſe upon their under. 


ſtandings, to imagine that they keep the Sabbath-Day holy, by aeg 
ſo ſmall a part of it to God's uſe? | 


LI» 


1 


Upon this error, it is enough to obſerve, that it is wholly modern, the 
Jews of old, and the firſt Chriſtians worſhiping publickly on the Sabbath 
oftener than even twice a day; and that it is alſo contrary to the reaſon 
of things, as every one muſt acknowledge who has barely b to 
diſcern, that a part is not equal to the whole, 


Should any perſons be now inclined to imagine or aſſert, that what has 
been ſaid does not apply to Chriſtians, and that heir obligation to ob- 
ſerve the Sabbath is very inferior to that of the Fews; I will aſk them 
one ſhort queſtion, which, if they believe the Goſpel, and ſeek a know-. 
ledge of the truth, muſt, I think, eſſectually remove their doubts, and 
filence their oppoſition. | 

Did not our Saviour expreſsly ſay to a Jew, who ſought to know 

what he muſt do to inherit eternal life, “ If thou wilt enter into life 
bY keep the commandments? ”'---and what commandments were then 
in being except the decalogue or ten commandments, in which it is 
written,“ Remember that thou keep the Sabbarh- Day boy. Six days 
*ſhalt thou labor, and do all that thou heft to do.- «But the ſeventh day is 


the 
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„the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; .in if, thoy ſhalt do yo manner gf 


work.” L 
Thus much to call your more ſtri& attention to the 3 of the 


| Sabbath, —4 day too lightly eſteemed in moſt parts of this kingdom. 


Permit me now to expreſs my ſorrow at the miſtaken notion which too 
many among you ſcem to entertain of the nature of public worſhip ; as 


plainly appears upon all occaſions when t he Church is uſed for the pur- 


poſe of prayer alone. Preaching, I grant, is of very great importance; 


but are you thence to conclude that public prayer, without a ſermon, | 


is uſeleſs and unneceſſary ? By preaching \ we certainly have it in our 
power to lay before you the great truths of Reye lation, ·· to prove to your 


utmoſt ſatisfaction, that there is an omnipotent God in Heaven capable 


of giving all that you aſk, and of performing all that you can pray for; 
and that you have a powerful interceſſor ever ready to plead for thoſe 
that Believe in him, ſo that their prayers may be accepted at the throne of 


Grace. From the pulpit alſo, by calling to your remembrance the in- 


firmities and corruption of human nature, the ſnares of our great adver- 
fary, and the yarious temptations to which each ſtage and condition of 
life is more peculiarly” expoſed, we may awaken your feryor, and con- 
vince you how abſolutely neceſſary it is for frail and dependent creatures 


to implore the pardon and protection of their great and good Creator, 


Thus by God's grace we may render you fitter for this great duty, and 


more deſerving of the bleſſings you aſk. But ſhould you never again 


hear a ſermon from this place or any other, your obligation to worſhip 
God in public would in no degree be leſſened, as ll appear from 
the brief conſideration of a yery few circumſtances. 

Under the Jewiſh Government, which was a Theocracy, or Govern. 
ment immediately from Gop, it has been doubted by ſome among the 
learned whether there was any ſuch thing as regular weekly preaching; 
aud whether the Jewiſh Doctors did not, for the moſt part, confine them- 
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third chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, we are told, previous to the 
| Hittory of a miracle that they wrought, that * Peter and John went up 
together into the Temple at the ninth hour, being the hour of prayer; 
upon which a learned 11 rk prelate of or Church makes the follows 


ing excellent remark. 


A I 


ldd to wx reading of the Law in the Syrtighgues, At any rand I 


never was conſidered as the principal part of public worſhip; or to came 


in the leaſt degree of 'cotriperition with public prayer. Of this SS1o- 


All his petitions are that God would hear the prayers offered up to Heaven 
in that houſe, —a bleſſing being requeſted. upon no other duty; as though 
no other duty or none equally important with the duty of pꝛayer were 
to be performed in it. Indeed what God himſelf ſays in Ifaiah is enough 
to clear up this point, without more words or farther arguments upon 
the ſubject.— Thus faith the 89 a Lone ſhalt be called a an 


bouſe f prAYER for all people”. 


Aſter the expiration of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, in the 4 "g's of 


Chriſtianity, and in Jewiſh or Heathen Countries, preaching was more 
eſſentially neceſſary in order to make e but even then it in no 


way leſſened the value of public prayer; and how indeed ſhould it, 
ſince the primitive Chriſtians could not have forgotten that their great 
Lord and maſter JzsUs CHRIS not only had ſaid, that where two or 


three were gathered together, in his name, he would'be there in the midft 


of them; but had 40 .o expreſsly quoted and confirmed that cofinand of 
his Heavenly father, m/ houſe ſhall be called a houſe of prayer,” in 
order to ſhew that public prayer was no more to be deſpiſed or * 


under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation than it was under the Jewiſb. 


We find the Apoſtles and early Chriſtians conſtantly and frequently 
mentioned as having aſſembled for the purpoſes of prayer. Thus in the 


6c The holy Spirit of God, ” tays he, *by his fcribe St. bend is here 


it about to deſcribe a great miracle wrought upon a man who was above 


_ 


9 oc. 15 
6 « fon years old, and bad! been lame from his mother's womb, whom St. 
« Peter made perfectly ſound, only b. 7 ſayi ing, © In the name of Ixsus 
* Cnxz1sr of Nazareth riſe up and walk; ; and He begins the acecuntof 
« this miracle by telling us, that Peter and John went up togetlier into 
« the Temple at the hour of prayer. — B ut what is this to the purpoſe ? 
* Would it it not have been ſufficient to have deſcribed this, as he uſually 

ce ꝗdoth ether miracles, without ſuch minute circumffances of time and 
* place? Yes certainly, 1 it would have been ſo; and therefore I can ſce 
© no reafon why this ſhould be recorded, but only to teach us, that though 
« the Levitical Law expired together with our Saviour, yet the public 
* worſhip of God ought ſtill to be kept up at certain times and places ſet 
te apart for it for here we ſce two great Apoſtles, the one called the 
« fiyſt, the other the beloved Diſciple, —theſe two, when endued with a 
« more than ordinary meafure of the Holy GrosT, did not think it 
te enough to pray at heme, or together with their brethren in any private 
« houſe ; but they went to the place that was dedicated ro the public wor- 
ce hip ot God, and at the time when that worſnip was. then performed; 
« and this is left upon record, that CHHRISF1Axs of all ages may know 
af and learn by their Apoftolical example to lay hold on all opportu- 
e nities- they can get of perſorming their public devotions to Almighty 
“ God, in fuch places, and at ſuch tunes, as are A for that 

c purpoſe.” | 
hus the learned Biſhop very ruſty argues; but ſome bees per- 
haps, notwithſtanding what has been advanced, will be diſpoſed to ſay, 
« when there is no ſermon preached to us at Church, we can pray, or 
© read a chapter in our Bibles at hotoe, without the trouble of going 
«« thither.” 

Now let us hear what God lifmfelf ſays to this: 


4 The Lord appeared to Solomon, and ſaid unto him, I have chofen 
« this place to N for an houſe of ſacrifice: now mine eyes ſhall be 
© 2 * open, 
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ie open, and mine ears attend unto the prayer that j is made in this place: 5 
# for now have | cheſen and andi i fed this houſe, that my name may be 
« there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be {Here petpetu- 
« ally.“ And again—* God is greatly to be feared in the tongrigation 
tc of his Saints: unto his babitation ſhall ye ſeek and thither ſhall ye 
te come, ye and your houſebolds. And again in the New Teſtament, 
our Saviour declares, as we have betore obſerved, © when two br three 
« are gathered together | in my name, there will I be in the midſt of 


: you. And St. Paul tells the Hebrews—* Let us conſider one another 


© and provoke unto love and good works, not forſaking the aſſembling 
« of ourſelves together, as the manner of fore is.” 


Now accordihg to theſe paſſages, are we not to expect more from 
prayers made in a congregation in the Sanctuary, than from the private 


prayers of individuals? Beſides, have we any right, or rather is it not 


the height of fin and preſumption to determine for ourſelves, i in oppoſiti- 
on to what God hath determined for us and what merit can we have in 
worſhiping God; unleſs we worſhip him as he himſelf hath commanded? 


Laſtly. Wet thoſe who can pray and read at home, conſider their 
iNliterate brethren who cannot, and who, being influenced by their evil 
example to omit God's public worſhip, may not worſhip him at all: let 


them alſo conſider, whether, by ſuch ſcandalous deſertion of public pray- 


er, they do not fall under the curſe denounced by CuRIST,—“ Woe be 


4 to that man, by whom offences come.” 


Sort am I to proceed any farther in language bordering upon cen- 
ſure but remember, I pray you, what the wiſe man faith, that ** open 
*« rebuke is better than . love; and that faichful are the wounds of 


« a friend.“ | 
I therefore tell you now, as I have alſo told you in times ; paſt, forrow- 
ing, that the great duty of receiving the Holy Sacrament is by numbers 


1n 
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in this plate wamefully neglected; and that, though by God's belag 
there are ſeveral perſons who acknowledge their obligations to their Sa- 
viour, and at his altar commemorate his death and paſſion, in obedience 
to his dying command ; yet the greater part, and many among them far 
advanced in years, obſtinately per/iſt in refuſing to partake of the em- 
blems of their Saviour's body and blood, to remember his exceeding 
great love towards them, —and to hew forth his death until his coming 


3 
So flagrant a neglect having often been the ſubject of my warmeſt re- 
monſtrances, I ſhall confine my preſent obſervations to ſuch points only, 
as from their plainneſs and force may probably make the moſt laſting 
impreſſion. | | 
This important commemorative ceremony was not only once poſitive- 
ly commanded by Curisr himſelf, but again enforced by a particular 
Revelation from him, to St. Paul. I feel myſelf then firmly convinced, 
and bound in conſcience to declare in the clezreſt and moſt unequivocal 
terms, that thoſe who turn their backs upon the altar, neglect a duty, the 
performance of which is eſſentially neceſſary towards forming the cha- 
rater of a real Chriſtian.” ; 
And can we doubt the truth of, this, unleſs we doubt the authority of 
CarrsT himſelf? That he had authority to give this command, and that 
he actually did ſo, is founded upon the very ſame evidence, which is the 
bafis of other Chriſtian obligations; and therefore the obſervance of it 
muſt, like them, be indiſpenſible. It will appear of {till higher import- 
ance, if we reflect, that this one coramand of our Saviour is the only 
peculiar, act of worſhip, which he hath appointed, to diſtinguiſh Chriſti- 
anity in particular, 


Prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving are in the mouth of the Jew and of the 
Turk, as well as of the Chriſtian. But to join together in commemorat- 


ing the death of the great author of their Religion, is the peculiar duty 
of 
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of thofe only who are the followers of Jisus = conſideration which 
thould make every than, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, ſenſible of his 
obligation to fulfil this duty, and defirous of Aa every = pa 
dity of diſcharging it. 

Thus much however is cheat from all experience, that thoſe who defpifz 
6 this precept during their lives, have generally thought i it neceſſary to 
comply with it in the ſolemn hour of death ;—not daring to dit without 
approaching CHRIS F at his table, though they were not afraid to live 


without doing ſo. 


But how ir ſhould be neceffary when we ate leaving the world; and not 


when we have the probabiliry of continuing ſome time in it; is a queſtion 


which it would be no eaſy matter for thoſe to anſwer who put off this duty 
to the langiuiſping momenits of life. | 


Our doing it at that ſeaſon is a confeſſion that it bb, to have been 
done at a mote acceptable opportunity, and a condemnation of our paſt 


neglect of it: for it is in no reſpect mote neceſſary then than it was in any 


other part of life; and therefore our doing it at that time 18 a conviction 
that our former conduct was greatly wrong. Tf i it be neceſſary at ore 
time, it is neceſſary at affother :—if it be neceſſary in ſicknels, it is neceſ- 
fary in health :—for neither of then makes any alteration in the duty. If 
it be not neceſſary | in all the parts of life; it cannot be ſo in the concluſion 


_ 6f it; and, on the contrary, if it be heceſſiry i in the cleſe, it muſt be fo 
in the preceding parts ſo that if T am right in not having done it former- 


by, 1 am very wrong in doing it then;—and if I am 7ight in going it then, 1 
am «wrong ii having negletted i it /o long. 


fn other words---it is a duty, or it is bot. Alf it is not, then it is not 
my buſineſs to do it at all:---If it be a duty---then it belongs to me to 
regard it, not only when am dying, but alſo amidſt the hopes of life, for 
am as much bound to duty in the proſpect of vigorous and heathful life, 
| As 
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zan che ſhatows of the evening, or the viſible decay and demolition of 
nature, and the ſerious approach of death. My appreperyions of dying no 


more male it a duty, than my bopes of living made it to be no duty. 


"Bow abſurd then would ir be for men to ſay that they endeavour to be 
perfect, whilſt they wilfully and determinately live uncomplying with a 
art of evident duty What are all our profeſſions, if nner be thus dif- 
bh jored? Partial compliance with duty is nothing to him, if all his Pre- 
cepts do not lead us, and all his counſels guide us. To call men wicked 
Who chus neglect their duty, would be no ſeverity of language: on the 
contrary, it would be an abuſe of words, and preverſion of common ſenſe, 
to call them good Chriſtians. = 


The ſacramental inftication is one of Cur tsr's poſitive/precepts ; and 
nothing but an obſervance of all his precepts can juſtly entitle us to the 
name of his diſciples, « of prepare us for the awful ſolemnity of his com- 
ing hereaſter. 


Appeal then, my Brethren, to your own conſcience: conſult your rea- 


Jon, and conſult the Scriptures; and let theſe'be your guides, 


The Apoſtle, alter having commanded the Corinthians to be e perfeQs 
adds | 


cc Be of good comfort. * 


Now chis is a neceſſary conſequence of being to the beſt of our abi⸗ 
lity perfect; and therefore, I need not ſay much upon the ſubject; for, as 
another great Apoſtle obſerves, te who is it chat ſha harm, ou, if ye be 
a followers of that which! is good.“ 


It you diſcharge your duty with ſincerity, and pay a uniform regard to 
the Precepts of Ixsvs, then in proſperĩty you ſhall rejoice \ with exceeding 
great joy, and your joy will be of the moſt exalted kind, ſerene and 

tranquil; and ſhould the hand of God be heavy upon you, - -Wopld the 
forms and * of affliction beat . Jour- you will ſtand im- 
| moveable 
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moveable, becauſe you will be built upon a rock. However fevere your 
afflictions may be, you will be nothing diſmayed, knowing in whom you 
have truſted. Should the world perpetually frown upon you, and ſhew 
you nothing but its adverſe fide ; you will have one ſure and mighty 
conſolation which no man can take from you,---death will uſher you 
into glory. When the grim king of terrors ſhall ſtand at your bed ſide, 
you may look up with comfort, nay even with delight,--- as confident 
that your redemption is at hand. 


The next charge or exhortarion i in the text is,. £c be of one mind : 
live in peace,” 


This charge, as the Apoſtle well knew, was ; comprized under the for- 
mer general precept, be perfect;“ but his reaſon for bringing it for- 
wards by itſelf is obvious peace and goodwill is a leading goſpel- 
feature: it is not here and there flightly hinted at, but is enforced in al- 
maoſt every page of the new Teſlament. At the birth of Cnrisr; the 
Angels proclaimed peace and good-will towards men. His tobole life 
was ſpent in endeavours to promote that benevolent ſpirit; and in his 
very death he gave a ſublime example of it, in praying for his inveterate 
foes, © Father, forgive them.” A little reflection will be ſufficient to 
convince us, that, unleſs we can bring ourſelves into a peaceable and for- 
giving frame of foul, we ſhall be ill fitted for the Pr of moſt 
go pel-cuties. _ 


And here I cannot help expreſſing the moſt hearty wiſh, that this pre- 
cept were leſs neceſſary among you. I hear, and I MORE THAN partly be- 
lieve, that there be diſſenſions among you. Whence theſe have ſprung 
up, it is not my buſineſs to inquire; and perhaps: it would be difficult to 
determine: for not unfrequently the moſt trifling offences, enflamed by 
the officious tattle of impertinent buſy- bodies, produce mutual aggra- 
vations, ending in a confirmed hatred, tranſmitted from Father to Son, 
till at length it is ſcarcely. poſſible to aſcertain the nga g grievances, 
or to decide who | is moſt to blame. i 
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Let me then addreſs you in the conciliating language of Moſes . Sirs 
ye are brethren. Suffer theſe my laſt entreaties to prevail upon you to 
ſeal to each other a perfect forgiveneſs, and to enter heartily into the 
bond of peace. Conſider how much your own preſent happineſs depends 
upon a wild, peaceful, and forgiving temper. Conſider how happy the 
ſtate of that man is who is free from the bitterneſs of wrath;---who is in 
good humour withall around him, and who 1s ever diſpoſed to participate 
in their good fortune and to rejoice in their felicity. Conſider how lovely 
it is to win our eneniies by acts of kindneſs---to repreſent human nature 
in its moſt amiable colours, and to create reſpeA and affection to onr- 
ſelves by diſplaying the excellence of our holy Religion, and imitating 
its Divine Author. 

Conſider, laſtly, how vain and fooliſh all animoſities will one day 
appear, even to the moſt implacable mind, when the preſent ſcene ſhall 
be cloſing ; and when all thoſe 7rifes which now warm our paſſions, 
ſhall be departing from our view, as the flame of life expires. 


If then there be any coniolation in CAHRISr, any comfort of love,-- 
ce if any fellowſhip of the SpiRtr, if any bowels and mercies--- fulfil 
te ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, being of 
ce one accord, of one mind.“ 


© Let nothing be done through ſtrife ;” and ſhould an unkind word 
or ill- natured action wound your peace for a time, let not your reſent- 
ments be immortal; but ſtudy to forget and to forgive, knowing that 
You. alſo have much to be forgiven, 


FT ay my beloved, have 1 humbly endeavoured to enforce the pre- 
.cepts contained in my text, and to point out the road to Chriſtian per- 
fection — a road not to be purſued without much exertion. We 
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ö muſt not fir idle, and give needleſs. advantages to the world, the feſh 
and the Devil. Chriſtianity is repreſented as a warfare ; ; and, if we 
would obtain the Maſtery, we muſt frive. 


Your great ſpiritual adverſary will eontinually refiſt your progreſ to 
perfection: but ſuffer him not to take the word out of your hearts. 


The Devil, we are told, was a liar from the beginning: : and fancy 
not that his nature is ſo far changed that he will now fpeak truth to 
y0u—— No.---He will ever be gttacking your virtue, and oppofing 
your improvement by ſome ſpecicus lie,---ever endeavouring to lull 
your conſciences to ſleep by ſome ſubtle ſophiſtry. But here the word 
of God will be your beſt defence, In humble imitation of your great 
maſter, when attacked in the wilderneſs by the ſame infernal ſpirit, reſiſt 
him with the ſcripture ſnield. 


Satan will tell you, perhaps, that we purſuade you to be righteous | 
over much. Your Bible will tell you, that your nature is hot Capable 
of too much holineſs---that in the fight of God ſhall no man be juſti- 
fied---that ſcarcely ſhall the righteous be ſaved---and that having done 
all that you are commanded to do, you are but unprofitable ſervants. 


Satan will tell you, that ſmall ſins are excuſable. Your Bible will 
tell you, that © your very words ſhall all be judged”---and that who- 
ſever breaketh the leaſi of the commandments is guilty of them all. 


Satan will tell you, that you are placed in temptationz above what 
you can bear, Your Bible will tell you, « That God is faithful,“ 
- who will not ſufler you to be tempted above what you are able to bear, 
but will, with the temptation, make a way to efcape, that ye may be 
able to bear it. 

In 
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In ſhort this inſidious ſpirit will be ever endeavouring to lead you in- 
to guilt : he will urge you upon all occaſions to vice. But take td 
yourſelves the helmet of ſalvation, and the breaſt· plate of righteouſneſs, 
with the ſword of the Six rr, the word of God; and thus armed, you 
may bid defiance to the powers of darkneſs. Thus you will go on 
from ſtrength to ſtrength: virtue from being difficult will become 
delightful; and, as the Apoſtle concludes my text, © the God of 
love and peace ſhall be with you” bere, his arm will be ever ſtretched out 
tohelpyoy; and after you have ſtruggled awhile, he will ſtabliſh, ſtrength- 
en, and ſettle you, Then the Angel of Death will to you be the Angel 
of preſence, who will conduct you to the beatific viſion of the God of 
love and peace, who ſhall be with you for ever, in the world to come. 

Here had 1 concluded, if the peculiarity of the preſent occaſion did 
not demand ſomething more from me. Should I thus diſmiſs you, 4 
might incur the imputation of ingratitude, 


T he firſt thing I am ſtruck with, and cannot avoid obſerving, isthe 
remarkable difference berween you, and the inhabitants of Corinth, of 
whom the Apoftle ſays in the Epiſtle from which my text is taken. — 
*« that the more he loved them, the leſs was he beloved. 


Thus this great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, endued with power from on 
high, and rich in human learning, urged by the moſt unfeigned love, 
and influenced by no motive but a fervent deſire to turn away theſe 
-4dolaters from following dumb idols to ſerve the living God, and finally 
to bring them to endleſs glory,---procures no return for his generous 
and noble exertions but hatred—* the more he loves, the leſs | is he 
beloved.“ 

On the other tags, I, coming among you deſtitute of Apoſtolic gifts, 
and with a very lender ſhare of human learning, recommended much 
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more by your natural kindneſs, than by any merit of my own; ;—haye been 
received by you with open arms, and have experienced the moſt flattering 


and convincing proofs of your reſpect and affection, ſealed and confirmed 
by your late unanimous teſtimony in petitioning the higher, powers on 


my behalf, which I cannot mention without the deepelt ſenſe and 
ſtrongeſt emotions of gratitude. | 


On my own part, my beloved, whatever faults I may-have had, this 
I muſt ſolemnly declare before God and his Congregation, that I have 
ever had the moſt ſincere and tender regard for your ſpiritual welfare; 


have always endeavoured in the beſt manner that my abilities would per- 


*mit to exhort and charge every one of you as a Father doth his chil- 
ce dren that ye would walk worthy of God who hath called you unto his 


* kingdom and glory; and have moſt ardently wiſhed and fervently 


prayed that “ the very God of peace would ſanctify you wholly,” —and 
bleſs My endeavours, to YOUR Salvation. | 


With equal truth, I can affirm, that I have ever wiſhed to deſerve 
your good opinion, and to be looked upon as your friend in my private 
capacity; God being my witneſs that I have never deſignedly injured or 
affronted any of you :—And it I ſhould uniatentionally have aggrieved 
any ene, even of the meaneſt of my brethren, with ſincerity, truth, and 


* humility, I implore his forgiveneſs. 


Our miniſterial duty is weighty and awful. Well may we treinble 
under it, and cry out,“ who is ſufficent for theſe things?“ How often 
do we fall into errors and improprieties, which lie heavy upon us ! You 
therefore have doubtleſs obſerved in me many failings and imperfections; 


for theſe then 1 deſire in the firſt place, to humble myſelf this day before 
my Heavenly Father, beſeeching him to pardon me through the merits 


and 
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and: mediation of y ever bleſſed Redeemer, Jess CaurisT.—And Jn 


the next place, I beg your forgiveneſs, as far as any miſconduct of mine 
may have been the means of leading you into, or keeping you in error. My 
continuance among you has not been long; but at this I inuſt not repine 
knowing that my being called away, is the will of that being who direct- 
eth all things to the beſt ends, and who may probably make this event 
turn out to our mutual adyantage, nor can I again repine at the ill ſuc- 
ceſs which- your exertions.on my account have met with, inaſmuch as 
God has ſent you a Miniſter whoſe long ſtanding in his vineyard, gave 
him a claim far above mine. In fact for me to have thought myſelf 
fully intitled to ſuch. a preferment a as this, would have been the height of 


pride and preſumption. 


And now I go from you, my friends; but the remembrance of your 
kindneſs will ever go with me—and ſhould a far greater ſpace ſeparate 
us than at preſent ſeems likely ſhould we never meet again in this 
world of ſorrows; yet while I live, ſhall I feel joy and conſolation in the 
rememberance of your love, and ſhall not forget to make mention of you 
in my prayers,“ that you may walk in love, and that your whole ſpirit 
and foul and body may be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of 


our Lord JESUS CHRIST.“ 


And, on your parts, I beſeech you to offer up your prayers for me, 
that my future miniſtry may be ſucceſsſul; that utterance may be given 
eme, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the myſtery of 
« the Goſpel,” that I may gain the love and fave the fouls of thoſe, 
over whom God ſhall place me as his miniſter ;—and, may never, after 
having preached the Goſpel to others, myſelf become a caſt-away. 


Finally 
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F * Fiadly—iny brechten, dearly beloved and longed for=my joy ahd 


leſs, the Sons of God without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and 


perverſe generation; that I may rejoice in the day of CnarsT, that 


I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain; for what is our hope, or 


Joy, or erown of rejoicing? Are not even ye; in the preſence of our Lord 


Jesvs Cu1sT at his coming : Ve are our glory and joy ! 

Nos the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord 
J tsvs, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the ever- 
laſting Covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will 
working in you that which is well-pleaſing in his fight through 2 


aur, to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


